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SERMON 
Preached at 

 CRUTCHED-FRYARS, 


Juns 8, 1740, 
On Occaſion of the 


DEATH 


Of the late Reverend 


Dr. William Harris. 1 


To which is added, 
A FUNERAL SPEECH delivered 
at the Interment, 

By O. HUGHES, D.D. 
LONDON; \ 
Printed for Ricuarn HEeTT, at the 

Bible and Crown in the Poultry. 
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H E N our Mind is Fn 
: through with a ſurprizing 
2 ©: Calirnity, it is natural forusto 
turn every yy for a Relieving Thought. 
Of all Relief under Trouble, there i is none 
like that Which comes from above, the 


WO gt 0 God, that are not 7 frnall, 


„1 comes like Bale | into a wounded 
Hill, while we are mourning over a 
dying Friend, to remember that we have a 


Friend that never dies, who oſe - Years have 
70 End. be Rn 


Tur Title of this Palm, e 
the Author of it, ge the fame uſe of 
+7. 


PPP 
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Micded, Jo afflicded as ta be overwhelmed, 


 ASERMON on the Death 
this Conſideration that we are now endes. 
vouring to do; the Title is this 4 
Prayer of the Aﬀicted, when be is over- 
whelmed, and poureth out his Complaint 
before the Tord. So that when a Man is 


this is his Conſolation, that Tou art 
the l and of thy Tears Here is 0 


Ns I hope it will 4 n uſe 
to all of us, who are no doubt tenderly 


affected with the Lok. of that excellent 
Man, Dr. William Harris,. the late 


Reverend and Worthy Paſtor of this 
Church. In the multitude of our 
Thaughts within us, this Comfort delights 


our Souls, that we heve 4 Friend * 
: Tears have no End, 


Wu EN every thing about us is periſh- 
ing, the Heavens themſelves not ex- 
cepted ;—whoſe Revolutions meaſure out 
their own Duration, as well as ours; and 


the Earth, as firm as it ſcems to ſtand, 
ſhall 


of Dr win LIAN HA xs. 
ſhall fail; its Pillars be ſhaken, and its 


Foundations fink away from under our feet; 


when every thing about us, I fay, is pe- 
riſhing, is it not fit that we ſhould turn 
our eyes to that which is durable, to a 
World that never periſhes? ? to a Friend 
that never dies? to a State of Life and 
Health that never decays? to a Duration 
that never expires? T 


I worry ſpeakalittle concerning the 
Eternity.of Gcd, ſo as to lay a foundation 


for ſome Practical Remarks, that may. 


&e. ſuitable to this Ocaaon—in three 
Propoſitions,. 3 


Prop. L Tun Eternity of God is 4b- 
ſelute—not relative, only, to future Dura- 


tion, as in the caſe of eee the Souls 


of Men. 


they had a Beginning, ſhall have no End; 

but God 's Eternity is abjoluxe, without Be- 
F. 

* and without End. —— 
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A S uon on 5 Death 
22 ng to Everlaſt i ag thou art G a. Bah 


xc. 2. 


As his TImmenſity denies all bounds, or 
limits, of his Preſence, ſo his Eternity de- 


nies all bounds, or limits, of his Duration 


As by his Immenſity he is every where, 
ſo by his Eternity he is Always, always the 


ſame, which was, and is, and i is to come. 
1 am What . am. 7 


Prop. II. Tars abſolute Eternity i is ne- 
ceſſary in the Divine Nature, and unavoid — 
ably included in the Idea of God, that he 


is from everlaſtin go everlaſting, 


Ix there ever «hd been a Point of Da. 


ration, wherein there had been 10 Being, 


there never could have been any Being. 
For, how ſhould there have been any thing, 
if once there had been nothing? Could 
nothing make any thing? when, even God, 
could not make himſelf? The Criſtian 
Creed i. believe in God. he Fa ther 


Him Lach, Maker of Heaven and Earth; 


S 2 


3 1 the 


of Dr Miura HARRIS. 


the Atheiſt Creed is—T believe in nothing, 


the Origine of all things, Which, do you 
think, is moſt e 


Prop. III. Tu ON this i is very plain d in 
the Idea to the Mind of Man, that if ſome- 
thing had not been from Eternity, nothing 
could have been at all, yet an Eternity 
backwatd is very hard to be conceived of. 
he Imagination can't take hold of 
it, tho' our Underſtanding cannot avoid 
aſſenting to it; becauſe it appears to the 
Mind eee im n to be otherwiſe. 

He day to whom this Eternity belongs, 
can -comprehend it. The high and lofty 
one that inhabits Eternity. Hai. vii. 1 5. 
I Now proceed to ſuch Remarks on 
the Doctrine of God's Eternity, as the 
Subject, and the Occafion require. 


AND in the firſt place, 


$. 1. Hence we better underſtand one 
Rcreprure, the wording of which ſeems 
B to 
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A SERMON on the Death 
to have in it ſomething of Paradox. It is 
22. Pet. iii. 8. I would not have you 
ignorant, Brethren, that one Day is with 
the Lord as a thouſand Years, and a thou- 
ſand Years as one Day.—Now here — he 
does not ſay that one day is as Jong as a 
thouſand Years, or that a thouſand Years 
is as ſhort as one Day—but that they are 
with regard to God, and to his Eternity, 
one, the ſame with the other, in ſome 
Reſpects: As for inſtance, 


1. In reſpect to his Kaser. A 
thouſand Vears will no more add to his 
Knowledge than one Day; and this one 
Day, he knows as much as he will 1 in a 
thouſand Years. | 


— unto God are all his Works, 
from the Beginning to the End—that is 
true— butitisagreater thing tofay, known 
unto God, are, alſo, all Poſſibles, that he 
can do, as well as all that he has done, 
or deſigns to do. 

2. 


of Dr. WILIA HARRISV. 


2. A THOUSAND Years are as one 


Day with the Lord, with reſpect to his 
Enjoyment and Happineſs. No new Enjoy- 


ment occurs to him in a thouſand Years, 
any more than in ove Day. 


3. A THOUSAND Years are as one 
Day with the Lord, as to any Proportion 


they have to God's Eternity, any more 


than one Day. 


Tart away a thouſand Years from 
God's Eternity, you leave as much be- 
hind, as if you took away but one Day; 

that is, you leave an Eternity behind. 
For no poſſible Number, bears any Pro- 
portion to that which is without Number; 
tho' the ſmalleſt Number, bears ſome 
Proportion to the greateſt. 


To illuſtrate this a little farther. 


A Drop of Water, bears ſome Pro- 


portion to the Ocean——becauſe—the 
Ocean is made up of a certain Number 
Sa: of 
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to have in it ſomething of Paradox. It is 
——2. Pet. iii. 8. I would not have you. 


ignorant, Brethren, that one Day is with 
the Lord as a thouſand Years, and a thou- 


ſand Years as one Day.—Now here—he 


does not ſay that one day is as long as a 
thouſand Years, or that a thouſand Years 
is as ſhort as one Day—but that they are 


with regard to God, and to his Eternity, 
one, the ſame with the other, in fome 
Reſpects: As for inſtance, | 


1. IN reſpect to his Lesbe A 


thouſand Years will no more add to his 


Knowledge than one Day; and this one 
Day, he knows as much as he wall 3 in a 


thou 2 Years. 


Known who God are all his Works, 
from the Beginning to the End—that is 
true butitisagreater thing to ſay, known 
unto God, are, alſo, all Poſſibles, that he 
can do, as well as all that he has done, 
or deſigns to do. 


2. 
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2. A THOUSAND Years are as one 


IT 
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Day with the Lord, with reſpect to his 


Enjoyment and Happineſs. No new Enjoy- 
ment occurs to him in a thouſand Nears, 
any more than in one Day. 


2. A THOUSAND | Years are as one 
Day with the Lord, as to any Proportion 
they have to God's Eternity, any more 
than one = | 


Tart away a thouſand Years from 
God's Eternity, you leave as much be- 
hind, as if you took away but one Day; 
that is, you leave an Eternity behind.— 
For no poſſible Number, bears any Pro- 
portion to that which is without Number; 
tho' the ſmalleſt Number, bears ſome 
Proportion to the . gn 


To ae this a little farther. 

A Drop of Water, bears ſome Pro- 
portion to the Occan—becauſe—the 
Ocean is made up of a certain Number 
B 2 | of 


r2 


A SERMON on the Death 


of Drops; but the Ocean itſelf bears no 
Proportion to the infinite Space, becauſe, 


no poſſible Meaſure can bear any Propor- 
tion to that which is without Meaſure— 


So that after the ſame manner we may 
| ſay, that a Drop, is to the infinite Space, 


as the Ocean, and the Ocean, as one Drop, 


7. e. no Proportion at all. So in the Caſe 


before us, a Day bears ſome Proportion to 
a thouſand Years, becauſe, a thouſand 
Years is made up of ſuch a Number of 
Days; but a thouſand Years bears no more 
Proportion to Eternity, than a Day, be- 
cauſe, no Number bears any Proportion 
to what is <oz7bou? Number. 


I we offer to add to God's Eternity, 


or take from it, it's all one, whether it be 
one Day or a thouſand Years. We adore 


be Eternal God, under the Influence and 


** aon of this Attribute. 
WI. proceed to a | on Remark. 
2 Tn Is Eternal God, whoſe Vears have 


no End, muſt needs be the beft Friend, and 
the 


of Dr. William HARRIS. 
the worſt Enemy. He muſt needs be the 


beſt Friend, on this account, among o- 
thers : 


Or H E R Friends 4 hls Years have- : 


an End, they leave us behind to. ſhift for 
ourſelves, but of thy Years there is no 


End— the Lord liveth, and bleſſed be my 


Rock. Firm, as a Rock, and immove- 


able, by that Stream that bears down every 


thin g elſe, before it, 


| Wiz. you ene him for your Friend? 
If you don't he will be the worſt E- 
nemy you can have, for the ſame Reaſon. 
| —Other Enemies ſometimes want Power 
to do us harm, He never. —Other Ene- 
mies, if never ſo powerful, die away, be- 
fore they can execute all their Purpoſes, 
and there is an End of their Terror. Ja. 
li. 12. I even I am be that comforteth 
rhee. Who art thou that thou ſhouldſt he 
afraid of a Man that fhall die, but Gud 


ever lives; and there lies the Emphaſis of - 


_ thoſe Words, Heb. x. 31. I is 4 fear- 
til 


= 
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Jul thing to fall mto the hands of a living 
God. F: 


3. BenoLD the proper Ground of the 
Church's Hope and J ruft in God for things 
yet to be done, there are Promiſes made, 
and Prophecies given out, which you nor 
T ſhall ever live to fee the Accompliſh- 
ment of; however, the Lord lives, and 
of bis Nears there ts 7:0 End. 


Tux Words of my Text are uſed in 


this very view in this Palm; This Palm 


2 $. 
"=; 
Wale 4 


was written during the Babyloniſb Cap- 
_ tivity. Things were very low with them: 
however, V. 16. tbe Lord fhall build up 
Zion, as little Proſpe& as there was of it, 
at that time. V. 24. Take me not away 


in the midſt of my Years, q. d. I would 


he glad to ſee the Accompliſhment of thoſe 
great and good things, but if I die before, 
my Truſt is in the ever-living God, that 


he will do it. V. 27. Thou art he fame Z 


9 8 


and thy Years fhall have m End, the | 


Children of thy Servants ſhall continue 


and 


of Dr. WIXLIAM Hanne, 
and their Seed ſhall be eſtabli iſhed before 
thee. J. d. Though the Church be low, 


and Jacob is ſmall, though the Heavens 


* periſh, and we die; thou art the ſame, 
= and thy Years have no End—there's your 
Truſt. Put not your Truſt in Princes, 


tur in the Sons of Men, ow” their Breath 


: goeth forth. 


4. ITuISõ en a Thought of Con- 
ſolation to the dying Believer with reſpect 
to thoſe he leaves behind him—to be ap- 
plied thus—4g. d. © Lord, my Years are 


come to an End, thine have none 


Thou liveſt to take care of mine as thou 
didſt of me.——IFf. they ſerve thee reli- 


giouſly, thou wilt be their God, as thou 
haſt been mine. If they prove wicked, | 


they don't deſerve my Care—T commit 
my Soul to thee, II. may well commit eve- 
ry thing elſe to thee, and leave them with 


a better Friend and Father than what they 
| loſe. 


% 


5. Tu E Duration of Things © excellent 


in their Nature ought to determine the 
Value 
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Palue of them, and the n * our 
. . d ak 


Or all the Glory of this World, * 
only, that it is but femporal, and you 


blaſt it in the Compariſon; you infinite: 


ly depreciate it. Sothat the Apoſtle would 
not look at it e look not at the Ti hings 
that are ſeen, which are but temporal. 
Carry this Balance along with you, and 
weigh every thing in it, and it will ap- 
pear that the Sou] muſt needs be of 
more worth than the Body, and more 
worth than the World, Heaven and 
Earth——becauſe, they ſhall periſh, the i 
Soul never Let a Man gain the bole | 
World how long can he keep it? 2 
The Plas of it——ſays Moſes, ty 
are but for a Seaſon ; I rather chooſe a 


| ſuffering Lot with the People of God 


The Sorrows and Sufferings of it ſays 


Paul, they are the light Aflictions of this 


preſent Time — How diminutively they 


ſpeak of what is femporal?——— 
SETTLE 


e,, {7 en AAS 
ERS 
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of Dr. WILLIAM HARRIS. 

SETTLE it with your ſelves, as a 
Maxim from whence you will never de- 
part, that NoTHING CAN BE OF ANY 


WEIGHT, WHEN ETERNITY 1s PUT 


IN THE OTHER SCALE. 


6. How fooliſh is it in Man, who isbut of 


yeſterday and knows nothing, to cenſure the 
Counſels and Conduct of God, whoſe Views 


are from everlaſting toeverlaſting. Becauſe 


we don't ſee the Connexion between what 


is done in our Day, with what ſhall be done 
an hundred Years hence, we take upon us 
to find fault and mutter things againſt the 
divine Government. So the Child, ſees 
a Man draw geometrical Figures, and 


Diagrams ; the Child thinks the Man is 


employed in Scratches and Scrawls, be- 
cauſe he knows not the Connexion of 


Things. He does not know that what he 


calls Scratches and Scrawls, is Architecture, 
which by and by ſhews itſelf in Palaces 
and ſtately Buildings. He does not know 


that it will come out Navigation, and 


other uſeful Arts and Sciences, which 
8 make 
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make a great Man, and a fouriſhing 
Country.— 


A Piece of Tapiſtry is unfolded in 
part only, and there appears a Man, and 
ſome other Figures in Poſition very odd, 
ſo as we can't make any thing of them : 
We pronounce preſently that there is no 
Meaning, no Harmony of Invention in the 
Piece, no Unity of Deſign by and by 
the whole Piece is unfolded, and we ſee 
that thoſe Animals are going into the 
Ark, that the Man was Noah, and the 
Piece was finely drawn, and the Hiſtory 


extremely well expreſſed, and we con- 


clude we were too haſty. 


LET theſe Conſiderations withdraw 
our Souls from temporal Things. It is 
eternal Happineſs the Soul was made for, 


and capable of, and nothing « elſe will ſatisfy 


it. Nothing elſe can fill up the Immen- 


ſity of its Deſires, nor extend to the Eter- 
nity of its Duration. 


OS 


LET 


of Dr. WILLIAM Harris. 


Lu this ſuffice for the Subjett; we 
proceed no to the Occaſſon. 


Wu mourn this Day, and ſo does 
every one that knew the Reverend Dr. 
Harris, either in the way of intimate 
Friendſhip, or general Acquaintance. 


Tar HYorld has loſt one of thoſe who 


were the Salt of the Earth.——The 
Church of Chriſt has loſt a Miniſter of 


the Goſpel, at a Time when they can be 


ill ſpared. And this Church, in parti- 
cular, has loſt an able Divine, a diligent 
and faithful Paſtor who fed the Flock 


of God, over which the Holy Ghoſt had 


made him Overſeer. So he fed them, ac- 
cording to the Integrity of his Heart, and 


guided them by the 3 of his 
Hands. 


A Workman that need not be 1 
rightly dividing the Word of Truth, able, 
by ſound Doctrine, both to exhort and to 
convince Gainſayers. 


3 A 
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A Steward of God's Houſhold, who 
knew how to bring out of the good Trea- 
fares of his Heart things new and old. 


CHRISTIANITY has loſt a Defender 
of its Faith, againit thoſe, who look back 
upon Paganiſin with a withful Eye; and 
thoſe, who want another Goſpel than 
that we have received; a Goſpel without 
its peculiar Dactrines, or, conſiſting pure- 
ly of Promiſes without any Commands. 
Liberty and Truth have loſt an able Ad- 
wocate, and the . Religion a 
Champion. 


His diſtreſſed Yokefellow, a tender 
Huſband Lord ſupport her under 
her melancholy Diſorder, as well as her 
mournful State of Widowhood. His Ac- 
quaintance and Friends have loſt a moſt 
agreeable Friend and Companion, both 
edifying and entertaining. 


Ap God only knows what I have 
loſt, as he once ſaid in a like Caſe. But 
i | 6 


„ Dr. WILLIAuHARRIsò. 
I recover myſelf— Je Lord livetb, 
and bleſſed be my Roc] Let us but 
get together into the eternal World, 
| where Friendſhip and Grace will be in 
Perfection, and then, even our own 
Years there, will have no End. 


IN our early Days, there was a Knot 
of young Creatures, who uſed to meet to- 
gether once a Week for Prayer, and Read- 
ing, and religious Converſation; to com- 
municate ſuch Knowledge as we had; 

and to help one another in the way of 
God, and to ſtrengthen one another's 


hands againſt the Sollicitations of vicious 


Youth, and wicked Company—— He 
joined himſelf to this little Society Me 
took fiveet Counſel together, and went to 


the Houſe of God in company, till Buſineſs 
called ſome of them into the World, and 


Death called others out of it, and others 
went to the Schools of Learning, 


H. E RE began our Acquaintance, which 


has now jubſiſied aboye forty Years, 
with- 
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without a Word of Anger between us, 
as I can remember, through fo long an 
Intercourſe of F riendſhip and Converſa- 
tion; altho' we were not always on the 


fame ſide * the 2 — 


I HALL ſpare myſelf and you the 
Trouble of tracing him from the Lan- 
guages to the Sciences; from the Gram- 
mar-Schools to the Academy; only I 
remember well his Diligence was re- 


markable, and ſo was his Progreſs, in 


Philoſophy, Divinity, Hiſtory, and other 
Parts of Learning. So that he came into 
the Pulpit with an uncommon Degree of 
Furniture, as well as with that ſolid 
Judgment, which has been ſo much 
taken notice of, in him, all along, 


Pack 2 Child he had known a boly 


Scriptures, which are able to make us 


wiſe unto Salvation, thro' Faith which is 


in Chrift Jeſus. Theſe he read, not 
only as a Chriſtian, for the daily Bread of 


his 8 Life, but as a Chriſtian 
Miniſter, 
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of Dr. WILLIAM Harris. 
Miniſter, and Critic ; ſenſible, that he 
ought to have ſuch an Acquaintance with 
the original Languages, in which the 
Scriptures were written, asto prevent being 
impoſed upon himſelf, and to enable him 


to come at the 1 true Senſe of the Place. 


For, as he himſelf has ſaid, with regard to 
| Scripture Criticiſin Without ſome 
Knowledge of it no Man can throughly 
underſtand his Bible, or make à proper 


uſe of it meaning, as a Miniſter, 
who is not only to hort, but to convince 
Gainſayers. 5 


FROM the Scriptures only he fetched 
his Notions of Chriſtianity, its Doctrines 
and Dutys. From thence he formed his 
Judgment upon every Queſtion, and 
when once he had formed it, he was 
immoveable. Though he read every 
thing, on every ſide, in every Debate, he 
was determined by nothing but Scripture 
Evidence, and the Reaſon of Things. 
To me he ſeemed to be of 20 Party— 

Men might call him by what Name they 
1 yur 
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pleaſed, he was fond of no Denomination 
but that of a Chriftian— —Truth . 
had him of her fide, always ho he 


ſaw her, and he embraced her as heartily, 


as if ſhe always brought along with her, 


a Dowry of worldly Emolument. — 


Nor could I ever diſcern that he was un- | 


der any Byaſs, from thoſe. Conſiderations, 


that ſometimes warp the Mind of ſome 


who would be ought — after 
Tröth. 


His high Veneration for the Oracles 
of God, inclined him always to encourage 
the Attempts of learned Men, who wrote 
upon them. Of which ſort of Writings he 
has made a very large Collection, as well 
as of other Branches of Learning, in his 
Library, valuable both for the Number 
and Choice of Books; and which, from 
the like Spirit of doing good that animated 

2 thouſand good Offices in his Life, he 
bed by Will given (the chief of them) to 
the Publick after his Death, to be added 
to the Library of the ne Reverend 


Dr. 


of Dr. wiILIaü Hans, _- 


Dr. N,. illiams.—And theſe. two great 
Benefactors to the Publick lie now together 
in the ſame Vault. But to return.— 


How v ER uſeful this Literature we 
have been ſpeaking of, may be to a Mi- 
niſter, there is another Qualification that 
always ought to be joined with it, and that 
is, the Grace of God, the Love of Chriſt and 
of the Souls of Men; the Fear of God, 
and Reverence of his Majeſty: "Religion 
at heart, Spirituality of Soul, that re- 

| liſhes the Truths that are delivered, and 
bows to the Authority with which they 
are ſtampt.—Is a Man likely to impreſs 
others with what he. does not feel himſelf! ? 
Can we expect that God ſhould bleſs thoſe 
in the whoſe Hearts are not init? 0 


1 NEVER Aiſpute what God may do, | 
by what Inſtruments he pleaſes ; but a 1 
Preacher of the Chriſtian Religion, who 1 
is not a Chriſtian ; a Preacher of Chrift, 
who has never received. Chriſt Feſus the 
Lord, fo as to walk in him, is very 

- „ 


r 
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unpromiſing. A Preacher of Grace, to 
whom the Grace of God has never appear- 
ed, ſo as to teach him to deny Ungodlineſs 


and worldly Lufts, is not very likely to 


teach others to do ſo. 


Ou dear Brother began to preach 


when he Was young; and was Aſſiſtant to 
the Reverend Mr. Read in Gravel. Lane, 
Southwark— from thence he was choſen 
to this Place, to ſucceed that excellent 


Preacher tl the Reverend Mr. 1275 %. 


Comin after fo popular a Man, made 
him heſitate, for ſome time, upon your 
Call —He ſometimes expreſſed his Ang: 
ie Words of Feremiah, chap. i. 6 
I, behold 1 cannot ſpeak, for 


Jam a Child. But then he Was encou- 
what follows v. 7. And 
the Lord ſaid unto me, Say not J am a 


raged again 


Child, for thou ſhalt go to all that Iſhall 


ſend thee, and whatſoever I command thee, 


thou ſhalt ſpeak. Lord T ama Child: 
there was his Humility, and Modeſty. 
© 1A : Say 
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of Dr. WILLIAu HARRISõ. 
Say not Tam a Child, for I am with thee, 
v. 8. There was his Encouragement— 
The Reſult of this Debate with himſelf 
and his Friends, was to accept of your 
Call; and accordingly he 1 was ordained in 
this Place, in that manner, which he always 
thought to be according to the Scriptu re 
Pattern, v/2. with Faſting and Prayer, 
and with the laying on 1 of the Hands of 
the Presbytery. 


IT was about this time that he got 
the Keys of this Place, and coming here, 
all alone, he ſpent the whole Day in Faſt- 
ing, and Prayer to God, for Direction and 
Bleſſings in that Work which he took 
upon him with ſo much Fear and Trem- 


bling. 


-& 


SURELY God heard the Piaget of 
that Day ; ; for he has been bleſſed with 
growing Abilities, great Acceptance with 
the Knowing and the Judicious, and 
with eminent Uſefulneſs ; not only as a 


Preacher, but as a Man of Bufineſs, 
D 2 who 


A Skamon on tbe Death 


Who knew a great deal of this World, 


as well as of that to > which he! is gone. 1 


As a "Preacher, his Com poſitions are 
allowed to be very, accurate, by thoſe 
who may be ltere to be Judges. 
His Method always clear and di- 
ſtinct. The Heads of his Diſcourſes 


were generally of ſuch a Number, as was 


eaſy for the Memory to carry away; 
and in ſuch Order, as to have nothing 


out of its Place, His Language was 
compact and . conciſe, ſententious and 


loaded with Senſe, ſtrong and nervous, 
carrying the Mind along with it, and 
bearing down Oppoſition with irreſiſtible 


Force. In the Choice of his Similes he 
ſhewed as fine an Imagination, as he did 


Judgment in the Government of his 
Fancy, in preſenting to View the the 


Part of the Reſembl ance. 


I TaINK we 5 6 allowed to rank 
his Writings among the Standards of the 


10 if} Languages or at leaſt, may ſay, 


that 
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of Dr. WII LIAu HARRIS. 
that the Engliſb Language owes ſeveral Em- 
belliſhments to his manner of Writing. 


H1s Voice was ſtrong and manly, 
ſomewhat diſturbed and hoarſe at the 
beginning of the Service; but by degrees 
clearing itſelf as he went on, till he made 
his Audience glow with the ſame warmth 
that he himſelf felt, toward the Ap- 
plication, which was always pathetical 
and aftecting. 


= As a Caſuift, he has ſhewn how well 
be could untie a Knot, and unravel 
32 Difficulty, in ſome of his printed 
Diſcourſes on Difficult Subjects; and 
ſome of you enjoyed the Benefit of his 
Furniture that way, who attended the 
Monaay Evenings after the Sacrament, in 
this Place, when he nn] to a n 


given in Dee l. 


As a Man of Bufnch, he had a Zeal 
for the Publick Service, which could not 
_ eſcape the Obſervation of every one con- 
. cerned 
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| cerned with him. Often called upon to 


aſſiſt on ſuch Occaſions as required his 
Talents, a ſolid Judgment, a quick Ap- 
prehenſion, Copiouſneſs of Words, a 
Readineſs of Expreſſion, great Propriety 
of Language, and an handſome manner 
of Addrefs.-- 


To younger Miniſters he was a very 
great Friend and Patron, an Advocate for 
them wherever there was the leaſt room 
for it; contriving for their Employment, 
and to bring them forward into the 


"© 
IL 


World. An unwe.ried Sollicitor for 


their Encouragement ;--- and ſometimes 


he met with Returns of Gratitude.--- 


HE was concerned in ſeveral Lec- 
tures, and Societies, beſides; in all 
which, he was very uſeful, and great- 
ly reſpected. I think he was, from 
the Beginning, one of the Preachers 


of the Friday Night Lectures at the 


Weigh-houſe, in Eaftcheap ; deſign'd 
to promote the delightful Exerciſe 
of 


of Dr. WIr IIA Harris. 


of Plalmody, in order that our. Congre- 


gations may perform that Part of Divine 


Worſhip with greater Decency and better 
Edification; which has been carried on 
for above thirty Years by a Society of 
Gentlemen, who have, even in this Age 


of Senſuality, a Taſte for the Pleaſure of 
Angels, Harmony and Devotion. And he 
was choſen one of the ſix Preachers of 
the Merchants Lecture at Sa/ters-Hall, 
in the Room of the late Reverend Mr. 
Tong, 1 12, 907 


He ud an uncommon Veneration for 
the Elder Miniſters of the laſt Century; 
for their great Uſefulneſs, ind Character; 
from a grateful Senſe of his being ſo much 
= beholden to them, for their Aſſiſtance and 
OCountenance; for the Benefit he received 
from their Learned Labours, and for the 
= Pleaſure of their Converſe ; from whom 
be learned many things, with which his 
Memory was inriched, and of which he 


was always very communicative, which 


made his G ſo edifying and ſo en- 


ter taining. 
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deen and Edenburgh, with ſome other F 


Souls of Men, forty-two Years of which 


4 SxxMon, c. 

tertaining. And yet he was above being 
enflaved by any implicit Attachment to 
the Authority of any Man. He received 
the higheſt Marks of Reſpect from two 
kearned Bodies, the Univerſities of Aber- 


his Brethren ; without their Knowledge, 
and in the moſt honourable Manner. — — 


\ 


AN p now, to cloſe all, 5 


| AFTER an Uſeful and Laborious Life, 
ſpent in the Service of God and the 


he miniſter'd to you in Holy. Things, he 
was mercifully exempted from the pain- 
ful Sufferings of a lingring and tedious 
Sickneſs; and inſtead of that, the Nature 
of his Diſtemper leading to it, he began 
to ſleep, and ſlept on, for a few Days, 
and then fell aſleep in Feſus; and they 
that ſleep in Jeſus will God bring with 


bim. 


e 


William Harris, D. D. 
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DELIVER'D. 


At the Interment of the Body of the 
late Reverend and Worthy 


May 30, 7746 


＋ is appointed for Men once to die! 
according to the wiſe Conſtitution of 
the great God, this is the ordinary way 
of paſſing from one World to another. 
Death came in by Sin, and / is now be- 
come a Debt, which all Men muft pay 
to /inful Nature : There is no Diſcharge 
in that War ; nothing can ſecure from 
the Arreſt of Death ; there's none can re- 
deem his own, or his Brother's Soul, from 
the Power of the Grave. | - 
E Hap 


| 
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Hap we been equal to this; or could 
our Wiſhes and Prayers have prevailed, 
we had none of us been now in this 
Place of Sculls, on this fad Occaſion : 


But Providence has called us to- 


gether, to be affected with a freſh In- 


ſtance of Mortality. 


W here behold an open Tomb, re- 
ceiving the dear Remains of a moſt valu- i 
able Friend. We are come to p ay this f 
laſt reſpect to ON R, whom we loved and 
honour'd ; to ſee his Body ſafely repoſited 1 
in the Chambers of Death; to take a final 2 
farewel Leave of him as to this World ; : 
for we ſhall ſee him here uo more. 


No mort !— The dreadful Sound iſ 


= awakens our melancholy Thoughts, and ; 
fills our Souls with torturing Grief. We 
mourn, we ſigh, we cry out, Alas! my 


Father my Father, my F ather — 
And with the higheſt Reaſon may we: 
for truly, a Father in ISRAEL 1s fallen! 
A pious and moſt excellent Miniſter ef | 
CHRIST I is dead; one, who was 4 burn- 
ing and ſorning Light. His great Abili- 
tles 


if £ Ds: Wirtian Ha R RIS. 
ties had richly qualified him for the ſa- 


= well-conducted Zeal for Gop and Reli- 
gion, had eminently furniſh'd him for 


great Uſefulneſs !— but— all this is now 


no more! it is all loſt from our World 
for ever! 

Wx mourn for the Church and the 
World. Every pious Chriſtian, every 
uſeful Miniſter taken away, is a public 


7 Loss. They are the Chariot, of TIrael 


and the Horſemen therbof; the true Glory 
and Strength of the Places where they 


j : live l Nor can any thing ſupport un- 
der ſuch a Loſs; but the Conſideration 


that © Gop governs the World, and will, 
tt no doubt; take care of his Intereſt i in 
© it; whether Miniſters live or die.” 
Boa: can carry on his ow II Work, either 
1th or without Inſtruments : and if he 
ſees fit to remove any, who have been 
very uſeful and might have long con- 
B 2 tinued 


8 


cred Work; and a fervent Love to Jeſus 
and the Souls of Men had engaged him 
moſt heartily i in it. A wiſe Head; an up- 
right Heart; and a rightly=temper d and 
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tinued uſeful, he can raiſe up others; 
and the ręſidue of the Spirit being with 
him, he is able to qualify them for his 
Service, to fill up the Places of thoſe, who 
having /erved Him and their Generation 
according to his Will, are fallen afleep.— 
O! where is the Lord Gop of Elijah! 
May a double Portion of the bleſſed Spi- 
rit reſt upon all ſurviving Miniſters ! 
May we all obtain Mercy to be faithful, : 
and to be ſucceſsful | _ „ 5 
WI ourn for ourſelves too ; as well F 
as for the Church and the World. — We 
have ſuſtain'd a mighty Loſs! the Hand 
of God is gone out againſt us! He has 
weaken' d our Strength A Father, a 
Brother in the Goſpel, a tender and af- 
fectionate Friend is remoy'd from us 
His good Wiſhes and Prayers, his Advice 
and Counſel, his pleaſant and inſtructive 
Cheaverfaion we ſhall have the advantage 
of no more: there is an end put to all 
familiar Intercourſe, and the Interchang- 
ings of mortal Friendſhips between him 
and us for ever. Here is the Spring 
from 


= - 
"YC 
> 


of Dr. WiLLian 1 


Fom whence our Sorrows riſe ! We love 
ourſelves, and therefore we lament our 
Friend's Deceaſe ; his Death has wound- 
ed our Souls, and they cannot but bleed 
and mourn : I am diftreſſed for thee, my 
Father, my Brother, my Friend! 


BU 7, let us lay aſide Self-Jove for a 


while; and ſuffer ourſelves to be influ- 


enced by a nobler, a more generous Prin- 


37 


ciple. Let us fe what @ real Affection 


to our Friend will do for us; and whe- 
ther it will not correct our ef and 


My dear, my honoured Friend is 


dead ! The Union of Soul and Body is 
diffolved ; the vital Bond is broke aſun- 
der! O ſad and diſtreſſing Thought! — 
But, what has Death done? Our Father 
where is he? Where is he! why 


His deſerted Body, now an unactive 
lifeleſs Lump of Clay, lies here before us, 


ſeeking a Reſting- place in the filent 
Grave, the Houſe appointed for all liv- 


ing. We accordingly commit it to this 


Bed of Earth, to ſleep and reſt here for a 
while, 
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while, in the comfortable and well: 


grounded Hopes of it's glorious Reſurrec⸗ 


tion unto eternal Life at THAT Day; 3 | 


when Jeſus ſhall come to claim the facred 


Duſt of his Saints; that precious Trea- 


ſure, from the Earth; and Death and 


the Grave ſhall give up their Dead: 

TEN ſhall this corruptible put on In- 
corruption, and this mortal ſhall put on 
Immortality: Tux ſhall it riſe 
with Glory, and Splendor, and Majeſty, 
out of this Bed of Duſt ; revived, re- 


to 

H IS ü Soul 1 which is al- 
ready gone to Go, joined (I doubt not) 
to the Aſeinbly of the Spirits of juſt Men 
made berfect. It is happily eſcaped out 


of a World of Sin and Sorrow; removed 
for ever out of the reach of Malice; 
Pride, and Envy. The diſlodged, diſin- 


freſhed, * and be — united 


cumber'd Spirit has found it's native Hea- 


ven, has reach'd it's everlaſting Home, 


has enter d the Regions of eternal Light, 
and is now partaking of the unmingled 


1 Pleaſures) 
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of Dr. WiLLian Hargis. : 
Pleaſures, which are in the Paradiſe of 


God. 
ls this the caſe of our 1 F diend! 


has he exchan ged Worlds to ſuch Ad- 
vantage | are his Circumſtances thus 


better'd and improv'd! Away 'then with 
our Sighs, qur Groans, and our Tears. 


Let us congratulate the happy Soul, thus 
enlarged and thus advanced. And tho- 
we cannot without tender Concern think 
of his being now parted from us; let us 
however rejoice, that the Separation is not 
to be eternal. We hope e er long to 
meet him again and our other Chriſtian 
Friends already deceaſed, with unſpeak- 
able Joy, in the Realms of immortal 


Bliſs; ; where we ſhall be 2 no more, 


Lord. = 


AN D, in order ta this, allow, me to 
ſuggeſt; that we muſt 1 improve all ſuch 


Providences as theſe, [the Deaths of our 
Friends] to the great Purpoſes of Reli- 


gion, vis, to mortify us to Sin, the 
only Cauſe of Death to wean us 


from 
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and Place of «big 2 3 
ger in doing 7 the Work a 
wil 

and with the + utmoſf care to 


| prepare 


whence 'Death is for ever b 


Ap, that it may be us with 1 us; j 
we may be faithful and diligent in 


Work: of this Life, and n 


next Life ; let us unite our r Petitions to 


the Father of Mercies, and direct our 
| ws to Heaven— _ 


finite and Eternal 
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